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Introduction

« Early childhood caries
— Inequitable distribution among pre-
school children
— Negative consequences on children and
families
» Need for innovative approaches to
providing preventive and treatment
services

Early Head Start (EHS)

» Created by the federal government (1995)
— Targets low income children birth to 3 years of age

— Operates under a set of Head Start (HS)
performance standards, some relate to oral health

— Well positioned to affect oral health of children and
families
« Little is known about oral health knowledge
and activities of EHS staff, parents and
pregnant women

Study Aim

Examine EHS staff, parents and
pregnant women'’s oral health
knowledge, attitudes, and activities as
well as their suggestions on oral health
educational interventions targeting EHS
children

Methods

« Nine focus groups were conducted in four North
Carolina EHS programs

— 4 sessions with staff, 3 with parents and 2 with
pregnant women

* An open-ended interview guide
» Experienced moderators

« Sessions were taped in their entirety and
transcribed verbatim

Analysis

 As transcripts became available, listened to
the tapes and checked for completeness of
information

» ATLAS.ti 5.0 was used for data analysis

» Research team assessed accuracy of
themes, categories and interpretations










